What you need to know
Lap-Shoulder Belts for
School Buses
Lap-Shoulder Belts are a Reality on
School Buses
• In 2002, a school bus equipped with SafeGuard seats became the
first bus in the U.S. to transport students secured with lap-shoulder
belts.
• Starting in 2005, California required lap-shoulder belts on all new
school buses.
• Texas will require lap-shoulder belt equipped seats on all new
buses starting in 2010.
• Several states are considering legislation now to require lapshoulder belts on new buses.
• Progressive school districts in 40 US states have moved forward
with lap-shoulder belts on newly purchased school buses, without
state mandates.

What do Parents Say?
According to a poll of parents commissioned by the American
School Bus Council in December 2006, parents overwhelmingly
favor a national standard for lap-shoulder belts in large school
buses, as well as federal funding to support such an initiative.
• More than 50% have concerns about school bus safety, with lack
of seat belts as the single biggest concern.
• 80% feel that all school buses should be equipped with lapshoulder belts.
• 60% do not believe that riding on a school bus is as safe as riding
a car.

Benefits of
Lap-Shoulder Belts
Crash Protection
Research by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) indicates that lap-shoulder belts reduce injuries and
fatalities by 45 percent. NHTSA has stated “We would recommend
that pupil transportation providers consider installing lap/shoulder
belts on large school buses because of the enhancements that lap/
shoulder belts could make to school buses.”1

Building of a Lifelong Habit
For most children, the school bus is the first time they ever ride
unrestrained in a motor vehicle. This gives a contradictory message
to our children – that seat belts can be unnecessary inside a moving
vehicle. So when children get on the bus and they don’t buckle, we’re
missing an opportunity to build a lifelong habit.

Improved Behavior
Time and time again, feedback from school bus drivers proves the use
of lap-shoulder belts dramatically impacts the behavior of children.
There is no greater deterrent to unruly behavior than keeping a child
in his seat.
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SafeGuard School Bus Seats
•  SafeGuard FlexSeat® offers lap-shoulder belt protection, safely
transporting three elementary age children or two high school
students on a standard seat.
• Bus seating capacity is not reduced, so no additional buses are
required in the fleet.
• Since fleet capacity is maintained, there are no additional costs
associated with transportation, such as fuel, insurance, personnel
and parking.
• FlexSeat is designed to meet all current and future federal and
state requirements for school bus seating.

You Can Make a
Difference Today!
Some of the most progressive school districts in the US have
moved forward with lap-shoulder belts on newly purchased
school buses, due to concerns about student safety. You may be
in a position to directly impact the well-being of children in your
district.

Beaumont, Texas
Retired high school teacher Janice Brassard
represents Trustee District 7 in the Beaumont
(Texas) Independent School District and was
involved in leading the board to approve
adding belted seats to school buses in 2007.
“Given our East Texas location, students in
our district often travel to Houston, 90 miles
away, for sports and other activities,” Brassard explained. “We
want parents to be confident in entrusting their kids to us every
time they get on the bus, and we want them to be as safe as
possible. Lap-shoulder belts were priority, and the board moved
quickly to make it happen.”
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Installing SafeGuard Seats
• The best approach is to phase in lap-shoulder belts as your district
purchases new buses. Bid specification should include SafeGuard
FlexSeat to optimize capacity.
• Although replacement seating is technically viable, having seats
installed as original equipment on new school buses generally
is a better use of funds. Typically technicians replacing seats
can reproduce a factory installation to maintain compliance with
FMVSS standards.

“We had been wanting to move to seat belts, and when I saw the
capacity issue had been resolved, I got in touch with our sales
rep,” said Transportation Director Chris Daughtry. “He estimated
the additional cost to be in the $10,000 range. Over the life of the
bus, that seems like a pretty inexpensive insurance policy for a
kid’s life.”
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• The best application of your first buses is for field trips and sports
team travel. These trips are usually on highways and roads where
more serious crashes can occur.

In the fall of 2009,
Tippecanoe County
Schools began running
12 school buses
equipped with SafeGuard
FlexSeat, within a
fleet of 143 buses.
The decision to move
to belted seating was
made as a result of the availability of flexible seating through
SafeGuard, following the 2007 NAPT conference.  
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